
C  f u l O R N I N C  S T A R  H O W  F A I R  A N D  B R I C H T
(V/ ie  schon leuchte t )

Near l y  a  hundred  yea rs  be fo re  Johann  Sebas t i an  Bach  t r i ed  h i s
h a n d  a t  c o m p o s i n g  m u s i c ,  P h i l i p p  N i c o l a i  (  1 5 5 6 - 1 6 0 8 )  w r o t e  t h e  t u n e  a n d
words  o f  r ro  Morn ing  S ta r ,  How Fa i r  and  B r igh t .  n  He  inc luded  the
l r ymn  in  a  book  he  pub l  i s l red  i n  1  599  .

Fo r  h i s  new hymn,  N ico la i  re -worked  a  tune  used  ea r l i e r  f o r
s ing ing  Psa lm 1  00 .  l t s  rhy thm ic  pa t te rn  marches  t rapp i l y  a lonq  to  a
bas ic  ha l f -note  pu lse wi th  a  dot ted ha l f -note  tossed in  now and then:

JJ,JJJ,JJ,JJl,

,TJJ,

) .  ) .

B a c h r s  v e r s i o n  o f  N i c o l a i r s
l o o k  c a r e f u l l y ,  y o u  w i l l  s e e  t h a t
o f  N  i c o l a i r s  r h y t h m  .  B  u t  n o t i c e
t h e  m e l o d y  i n  t h i s  l i n e :

t une  i s  used  i n  th  i s  hymn s tudy  .  l f  you
l re  has rernoved the jo l ly ,  bunrpy fee l ing
the  rna rch ing  bass  l i r r e  Bach  pu t  under

H i s  c o n s t a n t  u s e  o f  8 t h  n o t e s  i n  t h e  p a r t s  a c c o m p a n y i n g  t h e  m e l o d y  a d d s
a  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d  o f  e x c i t e m e n t  t o  t h e  h y m n .

! V h a t  B a c h  d i d  w i t h  N i c o l a i ' s  m e l o d y  i s  c a l l e d  a  r r h a r m o n i z a t i o n . r l

T h a t l s  f i t t i n g ,  s i n c e  c h o i r s  a n d  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  l i k e  t o  s i n g  h i s  c h o r a l e s  i n
p a r t s  o r r r h a r m o n y . r r  N i c o l a i ' s  v e r s i o n  i s  m o r e  f u l t  t o  s i n g  i n  u n i s o n ,
w i t h  e v e r y o n e  o n  t h e  m e l o d y .

N i c o l a i  b a s e d  h i s  t e x t  o n  P s a l m  4 5 ,  a  k i r r d  o f  l o v e  s o n g  a d d r e s s e d
t o  t h e  k i n g .  H e  w r o t e  r r o  M o r n i n g  S t a r r r a s  t h e  c h u r c h r s  l o v e  s o n g  t o
C h r i s t .  P e r h a p s  t h a t  i s  w h y  i t  b e c a m e  a  f a v o r i t e  h y m n  f o r  w e d d i n g s .
T h e  i d e a  o f  t h e  s h i n i n g  s t a r  p r o b a b l y  l e d  t o  i t s  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h
E p i p h a n y .  T h e  t e x t  o r i g i n a l l y  h a d  s e v e n  s t a n  z a s .  N o t i c e  h o w  w e l l  t h e
w o r d s  f i t  B a c h r s  m u s i c ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i r r  t h e  l i n e  p r i r r t e d  a b o v e .

N o w ,  h e r e r s  a  q u e s t i o n  f o r  y o u :  W h a t  d o  y o u  c j o  a t  t h e  p l a c e s
m a r k e d  A  i n  B a c h ' s  m u s i c ?  T u r n  t h i s  p a g e  u p s i d e  d o w r t
t o  f i r t d  t h e  a n s w e r .
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